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A year of growth and legacy 
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British Blind Sport (BBS) is the National Disability Sport Organisation set up to create and provide opportunities for blind and partially sighted people to experience positive sporting and physical activities whether at grassroots or elite level.
Our Vision
A world where blind and partially sighted people can have fair and equal access to sport and physical activity. 
Our Mission
To use the power of sport and physical activity to positively change the lives of blind and partially sighted people.
Our Values
Our values are important to us. They are the ethical code by which we work and that shape our behaviours and actions. Our values are that we empower, we connect and we educate. 
What we do
We offer a number of core services including:
· The delivery of freely available face-to-face and virtual events
· The funding and support to deliver member-led events
· The provision of a sight classification system to enable blind and partially sighted people to participate in sport on a level playing field in a fair and transparent manner
· A programme to educate the sporting workforce to have broader knowledge of how to coach blind and partially sighted people more effectively and confidently
· The provision of an information and advocacy service to signpost blind and partially sighted people to the sport or physical activity of their choice in their local area
· An early intervention programme to assist blind and partially sighted children and their families to grow confidence in sport and physical activity from an early age and encourage a sporting habit for life
· Liaise, advise and support national governing bodies of sport (NGBs) to help them integrate and adapt their programmes to be accessible for blind and partially sighted people
· Develop research in sport and physical activities for blind and partially sighted people to better understand needs, barriers and opportunities
· Work in partnership with sports clubs, local authorities, NGBs and sight loss sector stakeholders to provide a number of services bespoke to the blind and partially sighted community
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In May 2023, BBS published its strategy for 2023-2027. The five-year strategy outlines BBS’s core mission, vision, values, and overarching objective of increasing blind and partially sighted people’s participation in sport and physical activity, while also leaving a lasting legacy following the IBSA World Games 2023.
Over the five years, BBS will:
· Reach over 30,000 blind and partially sighted people through its programmes and platforms
· Engage with over 2,000 people through our free multi-sport Have a Go Days
· Work with over 500 young people and their families to create positive early sporting experiences
· Work with sporting and non-sporting partners to deliver a cohesion programme to reach over 1,500 older people
· Reach more blind and partially sighted people from ethnically diverse communities, including expanding resources into different languages
· Provide tailored support to at least 50 sporting and sight loss organisations, as a system partner, to ensure they provide improved sporting and physical activity opportunities and experiences for blind and partially sighted people. 
BBS Chief Executive, Alaina MacGregor, said: “As an organisation, we aspire to create a visible difference, knowing that sport and physical activity can address numerous issues including social isolation, loneliness, health inequalities and confidence. Our five-year strategy signals our intention to work with partners and other stakeholders to instil confidence into both the sight loss and sports sectors by demonstrating what we can achieve together can create a visible difference for many.” 
To read the full strategy, please download it from www.britishblindsport.org.uk/strategy
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We are proud to be a membership organisation supporting individuals and affiliated sports clubs that are committed to blind and partially sighted people in the sporting and recreational environment. The experiences and expertise of our members help to shape the organisation’s strategic goals and build a collaborative movement for change. 
Our membership consists of children, young people and adults, most of whom have varying levels of sight loss. Our remaining membership is made up of BBS volunteers and supporters. 
During this period, we have welcomed over 200 new members to British Blind Sport and now have a total of over 1,250 active members. 
Our membership is largely made up of children and young people, with under-18s accounting for 59% of total membership and adults accounting for 41%. 
During this period, we certified over 150 recreational sight classifications for children and adults to ensure our members can participate in fair and equal competition. 
For more information on BBS Membership, please visit: www.britishblindsport.org.uk/membership
[bookmark: _Communications][bookmark: _Toc172704114]Communications
BBS is dedicated to building a strong online presence through actively engaging on various social media platforms, launching a new accessible website and growing our mailing list. Our communications have remained a vital tool in raising awareness and informing our followers about the latest BBS events, sporting opportunities across the UK and the latest results from elite athletes, as well as raising the voices of blind and partially sighted athletes from grassroots to elite level.
Our Facebook page has grown by 12% during this period from 5,500 to 6,240 followers. Our Instagram followers have grown significantly by 25% from 1,570 followers to 2,090 followers, whereas our X following has remained similar with an increase of 0.25% followers from 9,200 to 9,220. 
Our new website was launched ahead of the IBSA World Games in August 2023 with a focus on a more simplified, accessible website. Since its launch, we have had over 10,000 unique visitors to our website who contributed to 60,400 views across the website. 
Our e-newsletter mailing list grew by 14% to 2,410 subscribers from 2,070 subscribers the previous year. During this period, 25 e-newsletters were sent out which had an average open rate of 40%.
Vision is our bi-annual publication which includes information about BBS programmes and services, sector news and updates, latest results and much more. Vision is distributed digitally across our membership and to our stakeholders.
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In the lead up to the IBSA World Games 2023, we collaborated with TikTok influencer, Toby Addison, or more commonly known as ‘Blind Tobes’, across his social media platforms. 
A keen footballer, Toby tried out the 10 sports that were being competed in at the IBSA World Games including archery, tenpin bowling, cricket, tennis, showdown, blind football, goalball, and powerlifting. 
At the time of the campaign, Toby had over 280,000 followers on TikTok and over 61,000 on Instagram.
Following the IBSA World Games, the videos have amassed nearly 12 million views on TikTok and over 23 million views on Instagram. The aim of these videos was to highlight the sports at the IBSA World Games and how they are adapted for blind and partially sighted participants. 
As part of the campaign, Toby joined us at the BBS Activation Zone for a few days to meet BBS members and visitors and take part in the sports available for participants to try out. 
Total engagement:
· Views: 34,738,700
· Likes: 2,337,584
· Comments: 6,149
· Saves: 49,786
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We were delighted to return to Tudor Grange Leisure Centre in Solihull on Sunday 19th November for our flagship event, the National Youth Swimming Gala. 
On the day, we welcomed 59 people including 22 participants aged between 3 and 17, their siblings, their parents and 20 volunteers. The participants were able to take part in competitive races, as well as ‘jangles’ fun races and Swim England diving lessons. 
BBS Participation Officer, Vicky Cook, said: “The National Youth Swimming Gala is an important event for our young members. It enables participants of all abilities to develop skills, compete against and socialise with others who are having similar life experiences and ultimately become better competitors. The event is a great way for children to learn to swim, make new friends and experience swimming in a safe and welcoming environment.” 
Gold, silver and bronze winning Paralympian, Hannah Russell joined us on the day to speak about her own experiences and presented the participants with their medals at the end of the Gala.
BBS would like to thank our partners, Swim England, and New College Worcester, for their continued support and contribution to the National Youth Swimming Gala, as well as Tudor Grange Leisure Centre for being a fantastic host.
Quote from participant: “I loved it and finally I found something I could do in a place where I felt equal and to come first in a race, that was immense.”
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Six multi-sport Have a Go Days took place across the UK in locations including Coventry, Staines, Bristol, Brighton, Preston and Glasgow. These taster events provide blind and partially sighted people with the opportunity to get back into sport and physical activity, try something new and discover local opportunities. 
Over 130 participants joined us to enjoy a range of 18 sports including goalball, showdown, tennis, cricket, and more. 
BBS Participation Officer, Vicky Cook, said: “We know that staying active is crucial for overall health and wellbeing. It can improve physical fitness, boost mental wellbeing, and even reduce stress. Blind and partially sighted people often experience barriers to participation in sport and physical activity. Our Have a Go Days aim to break down those barriers and make sports more accessible for everyone.”
To find out where our upcoming Have a Go Days are in the UK, please visit: www.britishblindsport.org.uk/hagd
Quote from participant’s parent: “My daughter had a brilliant day and we loved the variety of sports and sessions. It was really good for our daughter to see older children with sight issues and how they managed this – very motivating. Thanks so much for organising.”
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In November 2023, we relaunched our Youth Ambassador Programme (YAP); a unique development opportunity for young blind and partially sighted people aged 16-25 years to work closely with BBS staff, its members, volunteers, participants, and partner organisations, bringing together young people from a diverse range of backgrounds and experiences.
The YAP advise, share lived experiences, and engage from a youth perspective to amplify the voices of young blind and partially sighted people. 
We currently have five Ambassadors who we recruited at the start of this year – Alfie Penfold, Chris Styles, Lauren Williams, Sasha McBride and Michael Whitcutt – who bring a range of sporting backgrounds to BBS. 
Going forward, our Ambassadors are holding regular meet ups, joining the BBS Sport Development team at Have a Go Days and sharing their stories to inspire others to get involved in sport and physical activity. 
To keep up-to-date with the latest YAP news and how they continue to support BBS, please visit: www.britishblindsport.org.uk/youthambassadorprogramme
Lauren Williams, BBS Youth Ambasssador, said: “As an Ambassador, I want to be a voice for young blind and partially sighted people to help promote equal access to sport and physical activity. I believe that activities should be available to everyone. I believe that participating in sport and physical activities supports a young person’s physical and mental wellbeing and can also help break down barriers for people with a visual impairment.
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Following the IBSA World Games 2023, as part of the legacy, BBS and UK Showdown are creating a National Showdown League in the UK with the support of The Primary Club, Birmingham City Council, and UK Sport for an initial two-year period. The latter half of 2023 and start of 2024 saw preparation for the formation of the League. 
The National Showdown League clubs include:
· Coventry Comets (Coventry Resource Centre for the Blind)
· East of England Showdown Club
· Galloways Showdown Club
· Sight Support Worthing 
· The Albion Foundation + Sandwell Portway Rangers
· Croysutt Warriors
· Sheffield Strikers 
Each newly formed club has received a showdown table, a starter kit with all the essential equipment needed to play the sport and are receiving training and support for referee and coach development. 
With the majority of clubs now formed, the first competitions will take place in the summer and winter of 2024. We look forward to building on the legacy from the World Games and promoting showdown as a game for all to enjoy. 
To keep up-to-date with the latest showdown news, visit: www.britishblindsport.org.uk/nationalshowdownleague
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More than 1,056 athletes with sight loss from across 63 countries competed in 10 sports at the IBSA World Games 2023 at the University of Birmingham and neighbouring venues between 14-27th August 2023. We were delighted to be the host organisation, alongside partners, stakeholders and sponsors, including the main event sponsor, RNIB. 
Sports featured included football, goalball, judo, archery, cricket, tennis, powerlifting, showdown, and chess – all of which were able to happen thanks to over 400 volunteers and support staff. 
As well as being the host organisation, BBS ran an Activation Zone for five days across the event where 77 visitors came to take part in various sports including goalball, football, showdown, tennis, and more, as well as receiving a personalised Activation Pack which included adaptive sporting equipment.
“We were delighted to host the Activation Zone at the 2023 IBSA World Games to give blind and partially sighted people a chance to try out different sports and discover a new passion or hobby.” – Vicky Cook, BBS Participation Officer 
Chair of BBS, Sallie Barker MBE, said: “We wanted to bring the IBSA World Games to Birmingham to demonstrate to blind and partially sighted people that there are no barriers to participating in sport or physical activity, and to also send a meaningful message to wider society that those with sight loss should have equal opportunities. Each and every athlete should be proud of what they achieved at the 2023 IBSA World Games, and I am very much looking forward to talking about the legacy that we have built for those with sight loss in the UK at the next IBSA World Games in four years’ time.” 
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In February 2024, we began a new football delivery programme with McDonald’s Fun Football. At a CPD workshop day, working alongside Kick It Out and Futsal England, we hosted a training session for 75 McDonald’s Fun Football coaches to provide them with the knowledge to coach blind and partially sighted children. Jermain Defoe OBE, Emma Hayes OBE and Jack Rutter joined on the day to expand their knowledge around disability football. 
Working together, we hosted a special one-off event on 27th March 2024 at Bishopsgate School in Surrey with McDonald’s Fun Football Ambassador and England International footballer, Jude Bellingham. 
On the day, 10 BBS members aged between 5-11 years old joined us to meet and play blind and partially sighted football with Jude. 
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During this period, See Sport Differently (SSD) continued into its third year. SSD is a project funded by Sport England and in partnership with RNIB.
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We have continued to expand our ‘Coaching Blind and Partially Sighted People’ e-learning courses to include sport-specific modules for tennis and swimming. 
We have been working with UK Coaching since 2022 to bring these e-learning courses to the workforce. These courses raise awareness of the crucial role coaches play in helping people with visual impairments overcome barriers to participate in sport and physical activity. 
During this period, we provided 112 licenses to workforce learners to enhance their knowledge around VI-inclusive sport and physical activity.
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We hosted the See Sport Differently Accessible Communication Conference with RNIB on 16th May 2023 at Mattioli Woods, Welford Road, Stadium Aylestone Road, Leicester.
The conference was open to communication teams, as well as Disability Officers at a national, regional, and local level to expand their knowledge on inclusive and diverse communications. We were joined by 76 professionals.
Workshops were led by BBS, RNIB and Goalball UK with support from communications professionals with sight loss who shared their lived experiences as well as tips on how to improve accessibility and reach more blind and partially sighted people. 
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We have worked with leading leisure centre operator, Places Leisure, to break down barriers to exercise and sport for blind and partially sighted people, as part of our See Sport Differently (SSD) campaign.
Places Leisure – a social enterprise which operates more than 80 leisure centres across the UK – have worked with us on ways to make their centres more accessible for blind and partially sighted people. 
The partnership has seen 16 workshops delivered to 142 employees who work across 23 of Places Leisure’s gyms. 
Rob Clark, Learning & Development Partner at Places Leisure said: “Creating a place where the whole community can come together to exercise and socialise is really important to us, so we are proud to be working with British Blind Sport to explore ways in which we can increase access to those hard-to-reach communities – one of which is those living with sight loss.”
These gyms include:
· Andover Leisure Centre
· Aston Pool & Sports Centre
· Back Office Hoddesdon
· Ferndown Leisure Centre
· Gosport Leisure Centre
· Graves Tennis and Leisure Centre
· Harborne Leisure Centre
· Hinckley Leisure Centre
· Knightwood Leisure Centre
· Places Gym Hinckley
· Ripley Leisure Centre
· Romsey Rapids Sports Complex
· Rotherham Leisure Centre
· Sparkhill Pool & Fitness Centre
· Tewkesbury Leisure Centre
· The Triangle Leisure Centre
· Waters Edge (Head Office)
· West Bromwich Leisure Centre
· William Gregg VC Leisure Centre
· Wokingham Leisure Centre
· Wolverhampton Swimming & Fitness Centre
· Wyre Forest Leisure Centre
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Success for the BBS Tenpin Section at the IBSA World Games 2023!
The BBS Tenpin Sport Section sent a small team to the Games and the team, consisting of Tony Clark (coach), Lucy Mabey, Alan Mabey and Natalie Shaw, took part in the three events which were the Singles, Pairs and Trios. Whilst the bowling conditions were quite difficult to get used to, Team GB came away from the competition with two medals. Both these medals were won by Lucy Mabey. One silver, in the B2 Ladies Singles, and the other (a bronze) for the B2 Ladies All-Events. Massive congratulations to Lucy for this fantastic achievement on her international debut.
2023 was a mixed year for the Tenpin Section. Due to nationwide train strikes, BBS Tenpin were forced to cancel the Westfield Trios Tournament in May 2023, as none of the competitors could get home on the Saturday. As a result of the continuing industrial action, they also had to delay the November Primary Club Pairs finals.
Both competitions will now take place as part of a three-day event in Sheffield in summer 2024. The bowlers that qualified for the May 2023 Trios competition, will bowl on the Thursday, with the qualifiers of the Primary Club Pairs tournament, which has just begun, bowling their final on the Friday, with the awards dinner and presentations taking place on the same evening. 
To keep up-to-date with the latest BBS Tenpin news and to find out more about the 2024 competitions, please visit: www.britishblindsport.org.uk/tenpin
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In July 2023, BBS' archers, VI1's Clive Jones & Stuart Rodgers, VI 2/3 Nick Thomas, Phil Tranter & Steve Prowse went to Pilsen, Czech Republic to compete in the Para World Championships.
They shot a qualifying round consisting of 72 arrows, shot on an 80cm face at 30 metres. This gave the VI archers a ranking that sorted the athletes into head-to-head matches which resulted in the gold and bronze winners. Steve Prowse retained his number one spot by winning the gold and Nick Thomas the bronze.
Following the Para World Championships, the Para European Championships took place in Rotterdam from 8th-20th August. Our VI1 archer Clive Jones was the only VI archer from the UK to compete. He went straight from this event to the IBSA World Games 2023 at the University of Birmingham.
The BBS archers were incredibly excited about competing in the competition against archers from around the globe. Our archers really pulled out all the stops, they entertained and impressed everyone who came to see them. What an opportunity we had to showcase VI archery to the rest of the world and prove that it is a sport for all abilities and ages.
We had VI archers from Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Egypt, Germany, Italy, Pakistan, Romania, Uganda & the UK.
The IBSA World Games 2023 results were:
VI 1 - Gold - Ruben Vanhollebeke (Belgium), Silver - Clive Jones (UK), Bronze - Loredana Ruisi (Italy)
VI 2/3 - Gold - Steve Prowse (UK), Silver - Nick Thomas (UK), Bronze - Kathleen Meurrens (Belgium)
VI Open - Gold - Terry Piper (UK), Silver - Andrea Thomas (UK), Bronze - Deb Wright (UK)
Archers from Australia, Belgium, Germany & Pakistan took part in our Archery Section Outdoor Championships on Sunday 27th August. It was an end to a wonderful week at the games held on the athletics field at the University of Birmingham. The winners of this competition are as follows:
BBS Archery Open International Competition
VI 1 – Gold - Ruben Vanhollebeke (Belgium), Silver - Roger Rees Evans (UK), Bronze - Clive Jones (UK)
VI 2/3 - Gold - Nick Thomas (UK), Silver - Kathleen Meurrens (Belgium), Bronze - Sebastian Kollarek (Germany)
VI Open – Gold - Terry Piper (UK), Silver - Deb Wright (UK), Bronze - Andrea Thomas (UK)
BBS Archery Championships
VI 1 - Gold - Roger Rees Evans, Silver - Clive Jones, Bronze - Trish Gracesmith
VI 2/3 – Gold - Nick Thomas, Silver - Phil Tranter, Bronze - Carol Davies
VI Open – Gold - Terry Piper, Silver - Deb Wright, Bronze - Andrea Thomas
A massive thank you to all the spotters who supported the archers tirelessly throughout the year, without them we could not compete in the sport we love. They are Rick Smith, Maggie Squires, Graham Rees Evans, Ian Rees Evans, Lesley Prowse, Marina Marples, Marie Thomas, Tom Hutton, Malcolm Higman and Kurt Piper.
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Over the last year we set up a number of new sub committees to help us address our governance, as we develop and grow as a Sport England Tier 3 organisation. These committees include Equality Diversity and Inclusion (EDI), Safeguarding and Governance. 
We will be releasing more information on the work of these Committees once they are fully established, but in the meantime, we are sharing the Board's commitment to EDI.
[bookmark: _Toc172704131]EDI Committee Report
The BBS board is fully committed to equality, diversity and inclusion in all aspects of the organisation. We are passionate about ensuring that we embrace equality and celebrate diversity. We strive to have a broad mix of skills, experience and backgrounds across our board, staff and volunteers, as we understand the positive impact that diversity has upon our effectiveness.
The board has a commitment that, where possible, 10% of the board will be made up of people with a disability; 25% of the board’s membership shall be made up of independent persons (as defined by Sport England) and our aim is that 30% of the board is made up of women or men, as the case may be. 
The management team are focused on achieving the objectives in our Strategy Plan 2022 and beyond which include creating more opportunities for all people living with sight loss including women and girls, ethnically diverse communities, volunteers, and our sports sections. 
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Ensuring we have a board and workforce that represents the people we serve is of the utmost importance and a focal point of our EDI efforts is to achieve progress in tackling the under-representation that exists across our board, workforce and participation base. 
We use data to benchmark where we currently are and to track the progress we’re making. We use data and insight to inform the key decision-making processes of BBS leadership to bring about lasting positive change.
	
	Board
	Workforce
	Participation
	Membership
	Census

	Women
	55%
	90%
	50%
	24.1%
	51%

	Ethnicity
	100% white British
	90% white British/10% white Other
	21.4% mixed race/Asian/Arabic
	17.1% mixed race/Asian/Black
	18.3%

	Disability
	22%
	20%
	100%
	100%
	17.7%
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This year, strong progress has been made across our evolving EDI workstreams. We have:
• Achieved 22% disability diversity across the BBS board and women currently represent 55% of the board
• Revised and enhanced our EDI action plan
• Set out our commitment to creating a long-term EDI strategy with measurable diversity targets for our board and workforce
• Improved our EDI governance through forming an EDI sub-committee of the BBS board that meets regularly
• Reviewed and updated our key people-focused policies, including an EDI policy, recruitment and selection and trustee recruitment 
• Delivered key EDI learning and development to the board, staff and volunteers ensuring a high baseline of EDI literacy and awareness within the team
• Developing an overall EDI strategy
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In April 2021, Sport England established the Together Fund which provided £20million in National Lottery funding to community groups across the country that had been disproportionately impacted by Covid-19. In 2023, the final phase of the Together Fund was rolled out. 
During this time, we supported 30 clubs and organisations, which is an increase from 24 in 2022. As part of the third and final stage of the Together Fund, we had £68,000 to distribute to support clubs in their delivery plans of providing sport and physical activity for blind and partially sighted people, as well as their sustainability and resilience following the pandemic and cost of living crisis.
One club that was supported during the final phase of the Together Fund was the Croysutt Warriors’ Showdown Club. A club member said: “The Together Fund has enabled us to start the journey of bringing showdown to a wider audience and to enable all participants to share in the many physical and mental health benefits of regular sporting and social interaction leading to a reduction in isolation.” Croysutt Warriors have recently joined the National Showdown League in the UK as one of the original showdown clubs. 
Lido Park Tennis was a recipient of the Together Fund and are now a self-funded club with great session attendance. A member of the club said: “We are already experienced in delivering VI so the benefits are just added to what we have done previously. One impact is that it was enjoyed so much and with such positive feedback, the sessions are now self-funded and have a long-term outlook. Really positive project kicking on from previous hard groundwork put in and now a self-funded long-term session with a bright future. Happy players…happy coaches…!” One of Lido Park’s success stories is a participant who previously had not wanted to get involved but then decided to give it a try and was immediately successful at the game. By the end of the sessions, they bought their own racket so that they could continue to work on their skills at home. 
We have been delighted to work with so many clubs over the Together Fund period and look forward to seeing their continued success. 
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BBS worked with the University of Central Lancashire, funded by the Thomas Pocklington Trust, and published the findings from a year-long study of blind and partially sighted children and their motor competency skills. Physical activity is a significant predictor of health and wellbeing, yet 91% of children and young people with visual impairment spend their free time being sedentary; a figure that is significantly higher than their sighted peers. 
‘The Exploration of Motor Competence in Children and Young People with Visual Impairment’ is an independent study that utilised various methodologies including quantitative and qualitative data in the form of motor competence testing, questionnaires, and interviews. Participants included children and young people with visual impairment (CYP-VI), their parents or carers and numerous key stakeholders. 
The report demonstrates that CYP-VI do not meet recommended daily physical activity thresholds and are less likely to be as physically active as their sighted peers. It also brings together activity providers to develop recommendations to ensure all CYP-VI have access to quality physical education experiences to aid the development of necessary motor competence skills. 
BBS Chief Executive, Alaina MacGregor, said: “We are delighted that the Thomas Pocklington Trust recognised the vital need for this research. Working with them and the University of Central Lancashire enables us all to have a better understanding of the physical needs and benefits for blind and partially sighted children. This report is an important indicator of the barriers to achieving an active and fulfilled life that children with sight loss face. Sport and physical activity have been proven time and time again as a powerful tool in improving health and wellbeing. The research solidifies our goal to use the power of sport to positively change the lives of people with sight loss and supports the continuation of our work with partners from the education, health, and sport sectors to ensure that all young people with sight loss have equal access to physical education opportunities that help them to develop motor skills, get active and lead healthier and happier lives. The outcomes of this report will provide assistance to all stakeholders to develop services supporting early intervention and help remove obstacles to participation at a vital stage for physical development in a child’s life.” 
To read the full report, please visit the BBS website.
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Everyone who supports British Blind Sport whether it’s through volunteering, a one-off or regular donation, taking part in our lottery, holding a bake sale or taking on an exciting, physical challenge event, are helping to positively change the lives of people living with sight loss in the UK. 
Thank you so much to all our fundraisers for their amazing efforts and commitment to BBS – we are very proud of you and everything that you have achieved. 
We would like to thank the following organisations for their fantastic support for BBS’ Archery and Tenpin Section events: The Primary Club, The Worshipful Company of Archers, The Worshipful Company of Bowyers, and Westfield Health. 
A special thank you to Sport England, UK Sport, The Thomas Pocklington Trust and The Matchroom Sport Charitable Foundation for their continued support of BBS. 
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On Sunday 23rd April, our dedicated Team BBS runners completed the 2023 TCS London Marathon. Olivia, Emma, Alice, Rosie, Susan, Paul, Richard, Duncan and Phil took on the 26.2-mile challenge and raised over £17,000 to help people with sight loss get active.
Going further afield and completing the Boston Marathon in April 2023 was Mike Beattie who raised £2,000.
In July 2023, Melanie Barratt and her five teammates from the Ironfish Swimmers took on ‘The Ultimate Trophy Swim’ across Lake Geneva. This relay challenge is 44 miles and considered one of the toughest open water swims around. In completing this challenge, Melanie became the first blind person to successfully swim across Lake Geneva. The team completed the swim in an incredible 27 hours, 36 minutes and 19 seconds and raised over £3,000 for BBS. 
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We are delighted that Hiplok chose us as their Charity of the Year for 2023 and 2024. Since this announcement, the Hiplok team has hosted coffee mornings, taken part in RideLondon and the Dragon Ride and also donate the proceeds of the sale of their lime Z LOK twin packs product. In the first year of the partnership, Hiplok have raised over £3,000 for BBS.
In May 2023, four members of team Hiplok took on the RideLondon 30-mile ride challenge. The team raised £521 which was matched by the company. 
Later in the summer in July 2023, Hiplok International Sales Manager, Stuart took on one of the biggest challenges by completing the Dragon Ride in South Wales. Stuart went for the Devil route which is the longest at 296km and a climb of over 4,400m. 
We are excited to continue working with Hiplok over the course of 2024 and are so grateful for their continued support. 
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This report marks the end of a very exciting year for BBS. We hosted a range of events, developed projects and continued to nurture partnerships across the sporting sector. 
In May 2023, we published our five-year strategy which sets out how we plan to develop our services to engage, support and ensure quality experiences for blind and partially sighted people in sport and physical activity. This strategy outlines our core mission, vision, values and overarching objective of increasing blind and partially sighted people’s participation in sport, while also leaving a lasting legacy from the IBSA World Games 2023. 
Our largest event of 2023-2024 was hosting the IBSA World Games in Birmingham in August. We were joined by 1,056 athletes from over 60 countries who all came to compete across 10 sports at the highest level of elite sporting for blind and partially sighted athletes. While the event has since passed, we are continuously building on the legacy of hosting the Games in the UK for the first time. 
One of our newest projects is developing the National Showdown League in partnership with UK Showdown. Following its success at the IBSA World Games, we are busy working on the National Showdown League, creating 8 new clubs across the UK. The first competition was held in June this year. 
Throughout this year, we will continue to deliver our Have a Go Days, as well as special one-off events throughout the UK. To keep up-to-date with our upcoming events, visit the BBS website.
Our work would not be possible without the unwavering support of those who contribute to our success. BBS would like to thank our volunteers, members, staff, funders, supporters and partners who share our vision, our commitment and involvement with BBS.

